
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 p.m.

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

INVOCATION: Invocation given by Council Member Swart.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Schue.

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member
Schue, Council Member BearCat.
Absent: Council Member Kinkade.

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Tina
Abriani, Town Clerk

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Donald Asselin spoke about the Right to Work Law and said he is a qualified cement
finisher who has been asked to do different non-profit corporation jobs. He said he
believes he has the right to do those jobs and wonders if it is at all possible to do these
jobs without being licensed, bonded and insured as long as the people that want the work
done know that he is qualified and able to do it for them.

Mayor Simpson asked that Town Manager Ferguson get back to Mr. Asselin regarding
his question.

Jeron Mumme asked if the Mayor found out any new information regarding the Colorado
River water as mentioned at the last Council Meeting.

Town Manager Ferguson said he would give a report at the end of the meeting regarding
that.

Lynda Goldberg, Chair of the La Paz Regional Tourism Group, said she put before the
Council Members a copy of the Group's Explore the Trails Program. She said they had
their first Explore the Trails of La Paz County Ride the previous Saturday in McMullen
Valley and forty-four rigs participated. She also commented that a couple of people from
that ride visited the Pow Wow. She said the Bouse Ride would happen in February and
the Quartzsite Ride would be held in March. Mrs. Goldberg said the Q.I.A. is planning to
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do a barbeque and a concert after the Quartzsite Ride. She noted that they are basically 
out of Passports after going through 25,000 Passports. She said they sent six cases to 
California welcome centers that have called asking for more. Mrs. Goldberg said this is a 
very successful program and that the Group would hopefully be meeting with the Town 
Manager about next year's program. 

Lynn Stimson, Member of the Quartzsite Historical Society, said the Town reached out to 
her last May with the gentleman that wanted to do a documentary about Hi Jolly. She said 
all that has gone very well and that Mert Turkuglo, a documentary film producer, has 
finished his film and the World Premier of the film in Quartzsite would take place at the 
Q.I.A. at 7:00 p.m. on February 21, 2018, free of charge. Ms. Stimson said she wants to
get together with Mr. Ferguson about sending a letter from Quartzsite saying we are so
proud to have Mr. Turkuglo come to our Town for this Premiere that will be shown all over
the world.

CONSENT AGENDA: 

2. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of January 9, 2018.

3. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series: (Payroll) 42656-42665 totaling $76,941.16, (Accounts
Payable) 42666, 42669-42725 totaling $83,324.58, (Voided) 42667-42668 Printer
Error

Vice Mayor Warner pulled check number 42694 for John Andoh. She said she understood 
that we are under contract with him. She asked if that contract is it still valid, what services 
he is providing and if the Town still needs his services. She also asked what 'services 
rendered' means. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there is a contract that did run out and now Mr. Andoh is 
on a month-to-month basis and he bills $25 per hour. Town Manager Ferguson said Mr. 
Andoh did not submit a detailed accounting of what he is billing for. Town Manager 
Ferguson said the account is in arrears because he did not submit his previous bill and 
the Town does not have sufficient justification under the agreement which is not to exceed 
$5,000 annually. Town Manager Ferguson said we need to know specifically what the 
services were that he is billing us $25 an hour for and we do not have that, further he is 
supposed to be billing quarterly. Town Manager Ferguson said we are looking at totally 
modifying the agreement we have with him. Town Manager Ferguson indicated that 
Transit Manager Collier is of the opinion that the Town is still in need of his services. 

Council Member BearCat moved to approve the Consent Agenda and pull check 
number 42694 until clarified and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. The vote 
was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
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4. PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING possible adoption of a Resolution authorizing
the submission of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5311 Application
with Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and to designate the Town
Manager, Finance Director and Transit Manager the authority to sign all FTA
Section 5311 related documents including applications, certifications and
assurances.

Janet Collier, Transit Manager, said this is a two-year grant cycle that will be covering 
October 1, 2018 to September 30, 2020. She explained that the Arizona Department of 
Transportation, ADOT, reviews applications once they are submitted and gives the first 
year's funds in October. She said they will look at the second-year budget and start to 
release funds in October for the second year of the budget. 

Transit Manager Collier explained the changes in this grant compared to the last grant 
are just modifications to pages and requests for additional information. She said she 
thought there have been six parts that have changed in this grant from the last grant. 

Mayor Simpson asked for the amount of the matching portion that the Town would be 
obligated to pay. 

Transit Manager Collier explained that each category of the budget has a different match 
to it. She said the Capital Match is normally a 90/1 O', which is 10 percent. She said the 
Town would not be asking for a vehicle this time because we just received our second 
new vehicle in December of last year, so we are good on vehicles. Transit Manager Collier 
said Operations also has a different percentage and so there is the Administration part of 
it. 

Mayor Simpson asked if the Town's portion for year one is covered by the current budget. 

Transit Manager Collier replied yes. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he believed the Administrative is an 80/20. 

Transit Manager Collier said she believed it is and she said they fluctuate just depending 
on specific things. She said they also have the ability to change that a little bit in the favor 
of the person applying for the grant. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she also noticed that it lists the Town Manager, Finance Director 
and the Transit Manager; she asked if that means all three have to sign. 

Transit Manager Collier explained that different forms are signed by the listed people, 
such as the Certs and Assurances form which will need to be signed by both the Town 
Manager and the Town Attorney. She said the grant application form would be signed by 
herself. 
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Council Member BearCat asked why she cannot see what the changes are from last year 
to this year and noted she has no comparison to look at. She asked how much the 
expense would be to know if the Town will need to pay more or less for each of the 
different changes. 

Transit Manager Collier responded that the changes are not budgetary; they are in the 
type and kind of information as well as in how much information needs to be provided in 
the grant. 

Council Member BearCat asked how much money it would cost the Town. 

Transit Manager Collier said she has not done the budgets for the grant; she said right 
now she is in the process of doing those, so she does not have figures. She said she 
believes the Transit use of the General Fund was in the neighborhood of $85,000 last 
year. 

Council Member BearCat said she is not comfortable with that and she would like it tabled 
until the Council has all the information. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked Transit Manager Collier if the action requested for the 
Item commits the Council to a specific amount of dollars after she has submitted her 
budget. 

Transit Manager Collier said it does not commit the Council to anything. She explained 
that it is only recognizing the fact that we are going to apply for it and that the Council is 
supporting the fact that we are applying for the grant and that the Council is holding a 
public hearing letting the community or the general public provide input into the process 
and the structure as well as about how the grant is applied for. She said the public hearing 
is also to find out whether the public thinks it is a good idea to be applying for it. 

Council Member BearCat noted there is no financial information to be compared. She 
said until you have apples to apples to compare, it is useless. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he thought the concern was that the language states we 
are committing the necessary local match for the project and how can we commit to 
something if we do not even know what it is. He asked Transit Manager Collier if she 
would be bringing back specific budget dollars for approval by the Council, or would the 
Council in fact, after she has submitted the application, be committed to providing their 
share even though they do not know what that is yet. 

Transit Manager Collier said the Council is committing to the grant process when they 
vote for this, that they are in favor of it and that they are going to support it. She said she 
does not have the budgets done for the grant yet, she is in the process of working on it. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked what the deadline is for this. 
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Transit Manager Collier responded the grant deadline is February 21, 2018, but in order 
for her to apply - to submit the grant, she has to have the Council's approval. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked Transit Manager Collier how long it would take her to put 
together the budget information. 

Transit Manager Collier replied that it would probably take a couple of weeks. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked if that was something that could come to the Council at 
their first meeting in February and have this considered that same night, so they then 
have dollars to look at. 

Transit Manager Collier replied that she probably could do that. 

Council Member BearCat suggested tabling the Item until then to give Transit Manager 
Collier a chance to get what the Council needs. 

Council Member Swart asked Transit Manager Collier if what she was asking from the 
Council tonight is just to approve the procedure for applying for the application, not 
committing any money to it at all. 

Transit Manager Collier responded that by approving the process tonight, you are 
committing yourselves to the finances. 

Council Member Swart said he agreed that the Council needs to know what the financial 
obligations are before they could commit to it. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the Council could take public comment now, or they could 
continue the public hearing until the next meeting on February 13, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson said the Council could go ahead and give the public an opportunity to 
give their input on this now. 

Jeron Mumme said he was glad that the Council wants to see the figures. He asked if we 
do not get this grant, how bad would it hurt us for the next two years. 

Transit Manager Collier responded that the Town's Transit System is primarily grant
funded with a very small amount from the Town's General Fund, which was the purpose 
of the Town's moving forward to the current system because of the funding from ADOT 
being available to cover most of the Transit budget. She explained that if the Town did 
not get the grant, it would operate until what General Fund money we have for the Transit 
System would run out and then the Town would either be severely limiting the program 
or not have it if we did not have the ADOT Transit grant. 

Karey Amon, resident, said she feels that this Camel Express Public Transportation thing 
was not thoroughly thought through when it was started. She said it seems like a lot is 
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wrong and she sees no long-term thinking going into the program. She explained that it 
appears that the Transit System goes along from year to year with no real aim or mission. 

Monica Timberlake, Chairperson of the Health and Development Services Board which 
oversees Transit, said the Transit System in Quartzsite is very, very important to our 
senior population especially and without it, many of them would not have access to 
doctors or groceries. She said those services are vital for the health of our whole 
community and there is a plan for Transit which is typically funded at 90 percent by grants. 
She gave thanks to Transit Manager Collier for her hard work on the program. 
Chairperson Timberlake said we need that program. 

Karey Amon said there is a lack of planning and spoke of an experience of a personal 
friend of hers. Ms. Amon said her friend went to a doctor's office about two weeks ago, 
and was picked up early because of scheduling issues and dropped off at 12:15 p.m. 
while the clinic was closed from 12:30 p.m. to 1 :30 p.m. Ms. Amon asked if the transit 
company does not have that information. Her friend went into the clinic and was told they 
were closing and she had no place to go and no bench to sit on with nothing to do but to 
stand and wait for an hour for the clinic to reopen. Ms. Amon asked how things like that 
happen. She also spoke of riders getting to Walmart and being told they have three hours 
to shop and then go stand on the sidewalk and wait to be picked up for a return trip. Ms. 
Amon said she gets all kinds of complaints about seniors using that transit bus. She said 
there is a lack of planning and not enough information. 

Jeron Mumme noted that from what Transit Manager Collier said, we do not really budget 
transit in, we heavily rely on the grant. He asked what the plan would be if the grant goes 
away, if ADOT decides not to do it anymore. He said he sees that we are relying on the 
Arizona government to fund it and asked if it is really that necessary if we, as a Town, 
cannot fund it. 

Mayor Simpson suggested that Transit Manager Collier provide a report on the ridership, 
who we serve, how many places the bus goes and where it goes, at the next Council 
Meeting. 

Transit Manager Collier said she would do that. She stated that the Town Transit System 
had its inception in 1992 and has been running ever since. 

Shanana Rain Golden-bear, Health and Development Services Board Member, said she 
has been attending the Health and Development Services Board meetings since 2008. 
She said she knew and had witnessed, a lot of planning. She commented on differences 
between planning and scheduling. She noted that the Transit System used to serve only 
the elderly and disabled and now serves the public. She said ADOT has been working 
with the Town incredibly well to plan for the future with five-year plans and two-year plans. 
She said scheduling issues is another discussion. 

Transit Manager Collier said we have been grant-funded since 1992 and she anticipates 
it will continue. 
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Mayor Simpson closed the public hearing.

Council Member Swart asked if there is a plan to not depend on the grants so much.

Transit Manager Collier indicated that is a plan, but when the Town went from a 5310
Program, for the elderly and the disabled, to a 5311 Program, for the general public, the
Council wanted the Town to rely more heavily on the grant funding than on the Town's
General Fund because it freed up so much of the Town's General Fund.

Vice Mayor Warner asked if there is some kind of plan to look at the scheduling and she
referenced what Karey Amon shared about her friend's difficulty with the Transit
scheduling.

Transit Manager Collier responded we do require and request that riders reserve their
rides in advance so that they can work them into the schedule so that things like this do
not happen, but if they make a last-minute appointment and call for a ride at the last
minute, they have to take what is available and we do our best to work them in.

Town Manager Ferguson said our problem is we have adopted a system with limited
resources that is in between a fixed route and a taxi service. He explained that we try to
allow for some flexibility, but since everybody wants the flexibility, we have to take them
as they come in and try to get them into our routing. He indicated we try to accommodate
people that want to be placed into an established schedule, but it does not always work.
Town Manager Ferguson said he thought there are some things we can look at in terms
of improving on it.

Vice Mayor Warner asked why we would take on someone knowing their destination
would close soon. She said the Town should be telling the people requesting rides to the
clinic that they have to wait until after 1 :30 p.m. or they have to wait until the next day.
She said we should not be putting ourselves in the position of putting someone, basically
on a sidewalk, for an hour and fifteen minutes because something is going on with the
medical center.

Town Manager Ferguson said we could find out those kinds of schedules and advise the
individuals.

Vice Mayor Warner spoke about doctor offices and having appointments.

Karey Amon indicated that her friend scheduled the ride three days in advance for a
doctor appointment for 1:30 p.m. and her friend was told, 'we have a lot to do today, we
are very busy, so we will have to pick you up at a quarter to twelve. Ms. Amon said the
responsibility lies with the transportation company.

Vice Mayor Warner indicated the person should not have been told that the Town could
pick him or her up for that appointment.
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Council Member BearCat called 'point of order'. She said we got off track because we are
talking about the grant for which there is incomplete information and once the information
is provided appropriately, then things can move forward. She said it has nothing to do
with scheduling or anything else.

Mayor Simpson said we are holding a public hearing on this now.

Council Member BearCat replied that this is about the grant.

Transit Manager Collier said that if the Council would like to continue the public hearing
to the next Council Meeting, it would be fine because it gives the public more time to
submit comments, submit concerns, ask questions and learn more.

Vice Mayor Warner moved to continue the public hearing until our meeting on February
13, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. and Council Member Schue seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous. Motion Carried. 

BUSINESS: 

5. RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION OF FTA SECTION 5311
APPLICATIONS - Review and possible adoption of a Resolution authorizing the
submission of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5311 Application with
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and to designate the Town
Manager, Finance Director and Transit Manager the authority to sign all FTA
Section 5311 related documents including applications, certifications and
assurances.

This Item was tabled until the next Council Meeting.

6. UPDATE THE TRANSIT DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY TO INCLUDE
CHANGES BY THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION AND THE
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.

Transit Manager Collier said each organization that applies for the grant cycle is required
to have a drug and alcohol testing policy that is consistent with Arizona Department of
Transportation, ADOT, requirements. She said the Federal Transit Administration, FTA,
is what governs much of what ADOT does; she said they are the entity that goes to
Congress and asks for the grant monies that ADOT distributes. Transit Manager Collier
explained that the FTA has amended what they want ADOT's drug and alcohol policy to
look like, so the Addendum to this is to add the list of opioids to the pre-employment
testing and to the random testing process.

Council Member BearCat asked Town Manager Ferguson if this affects the over-all
personnel drug and alcohol testing, or just Transit personnel.

Town Manager Ferguson replied no it does not. He said it is only related to federal
requirements and is just for the Transit System.
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Mayor Simpson asked if it is limited to the addition of opioids.

Transit Manager Collier responded that is just what the Addendum is, the three pages
that include the opioids they want to add to the testing panel. She said this became
effective January 1, 2018, and the Town has until June 1, 2018 to update all federal forms
to include the Addendum.

Town Manager Ferguson said we did have a slight modification that was submitted of
which the Council has a copy. He said that on the last page of the actual Policy, under
Number 10, it listed individuals by name and we recommended that the language be
changed to identify the Drug and Alcohol Program Manager as 'the Chief of Police or his
designee', because it is generally coordinated through the Police Department.

Mayor Simpson said the update of the policy is necessary under our existing contract
regardless of what the Council does for future years.

Transit Manager Collier said yes.

Council Member BearCat asked if the Council needs to approve this.

Mayor Simpson said this needs to be approved regardless of what we do with Items 4
and 5 at the following meeting because we have an existing contract now that this will
update.

Mayor Simpson opened the Item for public comment.

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the update to the Transit Drug and Alcohol Policy
to include the changes by the Federal Transit Administration and the Arizona Department
of Transportation, in addition to a language change on Page 9, Number 10, so that we
identify the title of the Drug and Program Manager as the Chief of Police or his designee.
Council Member Schue seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 

7. LITTER REMOVAL ORDINANCE - Discussion and possible action to adopt an
ordinance amending the Town Code Chapter 10 Health & Sanitation, Article 10-2
Removal of Litter, by amending Section 10-2-1 Definitions to amend the definition
of "Litter"; and amending Section 10-2-5 Procedure to Compel Removal of Litter,
related to the abatement of litter on private premises.

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that the requested amendments came to the
Administration through two different channels, one was as we worked with our
prosecuting attorney on some of the issues we had regarding litter. He explained that
work with the Town Attorney resulted in the proposed language the Council has before it.
In addition to that, said Town Manager Ferguson, the definition of litter was one we were
questioned on because initially, litter referred to vegetable growth to a height of over six
inches and a tomato plant is vegetable growth which will usually exceed six inches. He
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said we wanted to clarify that we are not talking about cultivated plants that are used for 
food. Town Manager Ferguson said we think the definition is pretty inclusive and there 
has been the idea that we should include animal waste specifically, as part of the 
definition. He noted there was also the question related to wood storage, that perhaps 
there should be some further explanation that we are not talking about people piling logs 
for burning at fire places or wood used for art. He said there may be some need to change 
that definition for properly contained or stored wood. Town Manager Ferguson indicated 
our Code Compliance Officer has to have something to start with and that what is being 
proposed, is better than what we had. 

Town Attorney Goodwin pointed out that in drafting this, we recognized the problem that 
Town Manager Ferguson described. She said that is why we added a qualifier to all of 
those things and it is 'that present a hazard to the health or safety of any person'. She 
explained that they hope that will sufficiently limit the application of the provision to health 
and safety issues. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Code Compliance Officer will look at it and determine 
if it is, in some fashion, going to be a hazard or a health or safety issue. 

There was a discussion about garbage that is not a health or safety issue and that it 
should still be considered litter. 

Mayor Simpson asked how the public would get a copy of the litter removal ordinance, if 
the Council adopted it. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that we need a public campaign to educate the 
public in terms of what we are trying to do with clean-up, what is considered litter and how 
we interpret that. He said he thought that would be an educational process. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said this definition of litter is already in the Town Code, we are 
limiting the definition to something perhaps more appropriate to Quartzsite. 

Mayor Simpson opened the Item to public comment. 

Jeron Mumme commented that he did not think the government should tell a person what 
they can or cannot do on his or her property. He asked if it would be easier to completely 
get rid of this and re-write it from scratch instead of trying to add all of these little bits into 
it. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded no, he thought it was much easier to deal with it in 
this fashion. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said we looked at a number of ordinances in rural areas around 
Arizona. She said none of the ordinances were as restrictive as this, most of them pretty 
much track what the Town already has, probably because it· was in some model 
ordinance. She said we think the best way to deal with the concerns raised to herself and 
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the Town Manager in Quartzsite, was the language, especially to limit it to those things
that present hazards to health and safety.

Karey Amon, resident, said she is all for cleaning things up, getting litter and stuff
removed. She said she would like people to take into consideration the fact that Quartzsite
is a town of people that range from 50 to 90 years old. She said she personally goes
around picking up garbage off people's porches and hauling it out to the trash center for
them because they are unable to do that. She said before you start making a lot of thou
shalt not rules again, on an aged population, consideration should be made of having one
or two days a year where it is a public clean-up day where those able-bodied people that
are residents of this town, make a specific effort to go to a senior's residence, his or her
home, and pick up things, takes things out and help to clean-up. She said some of these
people cannot do this themselves and they cannot afford to pay people to do it for them.

Town Manager Ferguson said we actually have four of those a year.

Ms. Amon explained that is where you load up your truck and take it to a dumpster and
put it in and some people are not able to do that. She suggested a public event where
able-bodied people who live in Town, help their neighbor who is disabled or unable to
clean-up his or her lot.

Town Manager Ferguson said we totally agree with that and the easier we can make it
the better it would be. He said that with our new Code Compliance Officer we will be
looking at visiting with some organizations in Town in the hopes of getting some
volunteers, especially for those people who are aging and having a difficult time removing
it.

Transit Manager Collier said that when we do have our Town Clean-Ups, we do offer that
service to the public. She explained all they have to do is call the Town Hall and the Public
Works Department goes out to residences and picks up whatever they need to have
removed.

Town Manager Ferguson said we have it so that people do not have to lift it up and dump
it. He said if they just get their vehicle there, we will dump it for them.

Mayor Simpson asked if he did not know we could call Public Works and have them help,
how the public would know.

Town Manager Ferguson said it is something we are trying to expand upon and to get the
information out there. He commented that there has been talk of getting out banners for
the next one which is next month. He said we need to do a better job of getting that
information out there. He said we have done a fairly good job because we fill those bins
constantly and last time we had to order a second round of bins because of the response
of the public.

Vice Mayor Warner asked if that information was on the website and the answer was that
it was on the Town's website and its Facebook page.
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Council Member BearCat said the job of the Code Compliance Officer should be in the
beginning, until people are educated, education before the hammer.

Town Manager Ferguson said the education of the public is important and we need a
more unified program now and he thinks that with the new Code Compliance Officer, we
will be able to do that.

Council Member Swart commented that if people know that they have a neighbor or a
friend, or someone they know, maybe they can go ahead and volunteer ahead of time.
He said this is a community that works together, so if you organize something yourself
and get a group of people together to help others that would help the Town and help that
person. He asked that everyone help to spread the word about the upcoming Clean-Up
Day and that people can call Public Works to come over and pick it up.

Council Member BearCat said she wanted to make sure that the animal waste is included
because there is a lot of animal waste on the streets as well as other places and we will
be coming up to working with the animals for the community and what can be on the
different properties. She said she thought that would be an important part to have included
in that.

Mayor Simpson asked if that is state law.

Town Attorney Goodwin said she recommends to just go ahead and say it on the sixth
line after 'rubbish' and put a comma, then put 'animal waste' to make it clear. She
responded that it may be in state law but she cannot guarantee that. She advised that the
Council could adopt it tonight with that change.

Council Member Schue moved to adopt the litter removal ordinance as read with the
animal waste added in that. Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous. Motion Carried. 

8. FLOATING HOLIDAY LEAVE DAY - Consideration and possible approval of a
change in the Town Personnel Policy, Section 1301, Holidays, to add one annual
floating holiday for all employees eligible for paid leave to be used within the
Christmas Day and New Year's Day pay periods or else forfeited.

Mayor Simpson asked if this is one the Council has been approving year by year.

Town Manager Ferguson replied that it is and when we brought it to the Council last year,
the suggestion was that the Town Manager should be able to do that each year under
certain guidelines, so we looked at what those guidelines might be. He explained that
sometimes those two holidays are within the same pay period and sometimes they are
not. He said the way it is written, it would, at the discretion of management, allow us to
schedule that day so that we do not have any one office vacant on any given day within
the noted time frame, with no less than two weeks and no more than four weeks to work
the schedule.
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Mayor Simpson noted that those are not banked hours. · 

Town Manager Ferguson said no, they are not banked at all and must be used during 
that period of time or they are lost. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the proposal as presented and Vice Mayor 
Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 8:09 p.m. 

Council Member BearCat moved to adjourn to executive session and Vice Mayor 
Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION - An executive session pursuant to A.RS. § 38-
431.03(A)(4) for discussion or consultation with the Town Attorney in order to
consider its position and instruct the Town Attorney regarding the Town's position
regarding an amendment to the Employment Agreement with Jim Ferguson as
the Town of Quartzsite Town Manager and pursuant to A.RS.§ 38-431.03(A)(1)
for discussion or consideration of employment and salary of the Quartzsite Town
Manager.

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: 9:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting back to order at 9:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat. 
Absent: Council Member Kinkade. 

10. TOWN MANAGER CONTRACT - Discussion and possible action on an
amendment to the Town Manager's contract.

Mayor Simpson stated that this Item is being continued to the Council's next meeting, so 
no action will be taken. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

11. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson said we have been invaded. He said Plomosa Road has at least three 
times the number of RVs than we have had in the last eight or nine years that he has 
been lnvolved. He commented that finding parking .spaces is a challenge. He said it is 
one of the things he would like to see us work on in this Town. He said he would also like 
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to see the noise problem from the hand dryers in the bathrooms during the meetings go 
away. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would give a report on it at the next meeting. 

Mayor Simpson said some events like the PIR have a staging lot, remote from where 
events are held and have transportation to and from, perhaps that is something the Transit 
System can look into to see if that is a possibility within what the 5311 Program will _allow. 

12. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Vice Mayor Warner said she thought the Passport Program has really been working well. 
She said that at her office, people come in and ask about it, so she has been directing 
them to Town Hall. She also said that the Peace Trail has been a really big topic at her 
office as well. She said those two things, in her opinion, have been the reason that we 
are seeing such an increase in the number of people that are here. Vice Mayor Warner 
commented on the many visitors to the Big Tent. She congratulated the people who are 
putting the Passport Program and the Peace Trail activities together. 

Council Member Swart spoke of the film crew that did the documentary on Quartzsite, 
noting that this last Friday and Saturday, at the suggestion of Rain from what he 
understands, there was another German film crew in Town and they were interested in 
someone that is staying at the church doing home-schooling, but they also went over to 
the Big Tent and were taken on a tour. He said we are going international folks, this is the 
second German film crew. He spoke of going over to the Big Tent himself and meeting a 
gentleman that has an RV business where you rent RVs and tour through Europe, some 
are 29-day tours. He said we are getting international visitors wanting to know about 
Quartzsite and he said he thought we need to get with the Chamber of Commerce and 
Passport and all that, whatever is happening - keep doing it because this is the busiest 
he has seen Quartzsite since he has been here, over ten years. He said let's be friendly 
to the visitors and show them Quartzsite hospitality. 

Council Member BearCat announced the Hamfest appears to be a record-setter with over 
four hundred hams out there probably approaching five or six hundred .. She said they are 
signed in, so that does not even count the ones that are not signed in, so that is a big 
success. She noted that on 95 and Tyson we are getting a parking lot of sales cars and 
things that are detracting from the Town's very nice sign when people come in. She said 
she also thought it was time to do a check of the State Trust because we are responsible 
for that and she said she was thinking that the Town Manager is working on working with 
the State Trust to alleviate the amount of camping and the dumping of raw sewage out 
there. 

Council Member BearCat said she talked with Public Works Director Emmett Brinkerhoff 
today about wetting down the roads twice a day because of the amount of dust coming 
off the roads affecting the people that live here year around. She said, in general, 
everyone seems to be in a good mood with not very many complaints and things are 
really looking up. She said the visitors still need to go by our rules. 
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Council Member Schue reminded everyone about the Rotary Club's Casino Night coming 
up on February 10, 2018. He said it was a great success last month. He noted there would 
be a lot of prizes, raffles and that many local businesses have contributed for the prizes. 
He suggested that consideration be given to purchasing tickets early, available at White 
Rock Realty, the Horizon Bank and Desert Gardens for $20. 

13. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said that during the Federal Government closure, we did have 
some issues because of the BLM properties. He said we were aware of some of the 
potential problems that might exist and a few changed on us at the last moment. He said 
he was in conversations with John MacDonald ahead of time and he did not get his 
walking orders, if you will, until the very last minute as to what he was allowed to do and 
not allowed to do. Town Manager Ferguson said we were prepared to assist and the 
Town ended up assisting with the trash pick-up on the dump site. He said a sign was 
posted in a couple of locations in Town where they could come so that they knew there 
were some alternatives. He said we did participate in trying to keep things open and going 
there as best as we could and we have made sure that they had the assistance necessary 
to clean up the trash and Mr. MacDonald was very thankful about that. Town Manager 
Ferguson said we will work together to ensure that if there is a problem in a few weeks 
from now, that we are on top of it even a little bit better, perhaps through an IGA we might 
avoid any kind of a problem like that in the future. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would let the Council know two things related to the 
Colorado River Water Lease. The first was that the public input was closed and at that 
point in time, the applicants, both the Town and the Conservancy District - Central 
Arizona, were given the opportunity to request a 90-day review period of all the comments 
that were made. Town Manager Ferguson said we did request that and it has been 
honored, so we do have a 90-day period to look at all the public comments that were 
made and determine if we feel some correction needs to be made on that. He explained 
that it is not to suggest whether we favor or disfavor, but just simply to give any input as 
to whether we think something was not properly represented. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it was his understanding that at our prior meeting, there 
was some question about the Quartzsite agreement and a document that was discussed 
with the Council where he thought there was a little bit of confusion. He said he wanted 
to clear that matter up for the Council and for anybody else. He said the document that 
we are talking about is a letter, of which the Council was aware, from the Conservancy 
District and the Town, asking the Arizona Department of Water Resources to ensure that 
if they make a recommendation that the Bureau honor the lease and if the Bureau accepts 
that, and chooses to do so, that they modify the agreement that the Town has with the 
Bureau to allow up to 50 years. Town Manager Ferguson explained that the reason for 
that, for the public because it was something that was discussed with the Council, is that 
if we try to break it down into the two 25-year segments with the Bureau, after 25 years, 
we would have to go back through the entire process again and the Conservancy District 
said that is way too cumbersome; instead, let's address all of these issues up front. He 
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said it does not change the lease at all, it does not change the terms in any way, shape
or form that we currently have. It is a 25-year with a 25-year extension at the choice of
the Town and Central Arizona, both have the opportunity to cancel at 25 years.

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member Schue said he would like to put it on the agenda to start the meeting at
6:00 p.m. as opposed to 7:00 p.m., for discussion and possible action.

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have a special meeting called to pick up
all these things we have been dropping and pulling and get caught up on our
housekeeping so that we do not get so far behind at things that fall through the cracks.
She said that for the first meeting in February, there is a Notice of Intent for a rate change
for the water and wastewater; we need to have that on the agenda.

Town Manager Ferguson said it is our desire to have it on our first agenda in February,
to essentially accomplish two things and he and the Town Attorney have talked about
them. He said one is to issue the Notice of Intent and to make the public information
available online that is required. He said that starts a 60-day period followed by a public
hearing.

Council Member Swart asked for a report on how the economic development that the
Town Manager said he was going to start to work on is coming along.

Town Manager Ferguson said he would give a report on that at the next meeting.

Council Member BearCat asked when the Council could have a special meeting to get
caught up on our dropped items.

Town Manager Ferguson responded that is up to the Council.

Mayor Simpson said there are a number of foreign visitors, people from Asian and
European countries that come over here that are looking for the wild west and we have
lost our wild west. He said this is the point of Buck Connor's Days. He explained that even
though the Town has already started discussion and scheduling different events and

, things, the Town has not declared that it is in support of Buck Connor's Days. Mayor
Simpson said he thought that we needed to get that on an agenda.

Town Manager Ferguson said we will put together a resolution for a .coming meeting.

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: 9:18 p.m.

CERTIFICATION: 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 23, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on January 23, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 13th day of February 2018 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

��Norm Simpson,Mayo-
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